Paula McGrew 
DreamersAndGiants 


Preface 


Dreamers and Giants: West Virginia Wesleyan College History, was a course taught from 2016-2020. The major 
goal of the course was to help students understand the rich history of the college, the place they came to call their 
Home Among the Hills. 


These are slides and class lecture notes from those classes. What you don’t see is the lively class discussion, the 
tours around campus on our Field Trip Friday sessions, and the pride on their faces as the students realized that 
they were part of something bigger than what they had realized: a school which had been lovingly created by those 
that we called the Dreamers and Giants of the college. 


Paula L. McGrew 
January 2023 


Here is a map from the Library of Congress. What can you tell by looking at it? 


Although this may not look like West Virginia Wesleyan College today, you get a clue when you see the Buckhannon River labeled on the map. 
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Perspective of Time 


Our perspective of time and place is important to the study of history. 
For example, here is what Buckhannon looked like in 1900. Ten years AFTER the college was founded! 


The year 1890 was a pivotal year - here are just a few things to help bring it into focus. 
e Benjamin Harrison was the president of the United States 
National Woman Suffrage Association was founded 
The Oklahoma Territory is organized 
The Columbian Exposition is held in Chicago 
The West Virginia Conference Seminary is founded, and opened on September 3, 1890 - which will later become West Virginia 
Wesleyan College 
e Wounded Knee Massacre takes place about four months later 


Perspective of Time 


The campus has changed a bit! But, you can see some familiar street names to give you some context. 
You may not recognize some of the buildings that are in this picture. 
And, you will realize that there are a lot of our current buildings missing from the picture! 


President Bill Haden sometimes referred to this as the Hundred Acre Wood. (I like that literary comparison). 


This is a souvenir postcard from 1901. 


In the top left corner, you will see Ladies Hall — or, as we now call it Agnes Howard Hall. 
On the right is the Seminary Building. What? This is a building that many do not know about, but is a huge part of our history. 


In the bottom left you can see the President’s House. This was on our campus from 1892-1952. 

It was built by President Bennett Hutchinson (the first president) with his own funds. He made an agreement with the Trustees that they would 
buy it from him when the time came that he would be leaving. And they did! If you come out the door of our present-day library and go 
straight down the sidewalk toward College Avenue, you would have come to this house. It would be on your right and across the street from 
what is now the Upshur Parish House. 


The bottom right is a picture of the Pringle Tree. This tree plays a part in local history due to the fact that two brothers lived in it while hiding 
out after deserting the military during the French & Indian War, but | think it is interesting that the person who created this postcard thought it 
was important to include this tree on this card. It shows that the college and the community have always had a strong relationship. 
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Here is a better photograph of the Seminary Building. This is one of my favorites because of the people. 


| love the parasols, the people leaning out of the windows, and especially the guy running in from the right who will be forever 
We tend not to think of these as having been real people. 


They were here. They had dreams and worked hard. They had problems from time to time. They greeted each other on the sidewalks 
as we do today. 


But, let’s take a giant step back and see how they (and we) got here. 


How did we get here? 

We did not get here by accident or by magic. 

We were created. By people who had dreams. 

We were created. Through a lot of hard work and effort. 
Who were these Dreamers who created us? 

How and why were they here? 


Adventurous 


Among the settlers 
there doubtless were 
some whose motive 
was pure adventure. 


Social Minded 


Some dreamed, perhaps, of 
founding settlements into whose 
social, civic, or economic life they 
would introduce untried, new 
qualities that would make for 
human betterment... 


Religious 


There were the men whose souls 
were on fire with a holy zeal for the 
spiritual well-being of all those 
living in the scattered pioneer 
settlements of the new land. 


In the late 1700s, there were three types of people who came over the mountains to explore and settle the area that we now know as West 
Virginia. 


e Adventurous Settlers — Exploration, Indian Fighting, Hunting and Fishing, pioneers. Other schools have chosen to use the terms 
Mountaineer and Pioneer, but they apply to us as well. 


e Social Minded Settlers — Wanted to make a better life. Many were immigrants. They were also seeking to escape the overpopulation 
and lack of employment in the seaboard colonies. 


e = Religious Settlers — (to quote Thomas W. Haught)...... ”These were the men whose souls were on fire with a holy zeal for the spiritual 
well-being of all those living in the scattered pioneer settlements of the new land”. Education was a key part of that work. 


In other words, the third group wanted to save the souls of the other two groups! And educate them. 


This information comes from the first chapter of West Virginia Wesleyan College: First Fifty Years 1890-1940, by Thomas W. Haught. (Available 
on Internet Archive). 


French & Indian War Indian Wars 


The French & Indian War was monumental in the history of our area, but does not tend to get as much coverage in many history classes for 
some reason. At least it didn’t in classes | was in. (My perspective) 


Here are some of the basics: 

¢ The French had established settlements, missions, and trade with the Native Americans around the great lakes region. 

¢ By the 1740s, The English settlers were coming across the Allegheny and Appalachian Mountains and began competing with the French. 
* Some Indians chose to side with the English before realizing that the English wanted to take their lands rather than to establish trade. 

¢ In other words, The British and the French were fighting, the Native Americans were fighting with and for both sides, and life was hard. 
¢ William Pitt became Prime Minister of England and had a more aggressive approach 

* The Pringle Brothers (John and Samuel) were not fans of the military life, and deserted from Fort Pitt in 1761 

* Eventually, they came to the area which is now Upshur County and lived in a hollow tree near Buckhannon from 1764-1767 

¢ In 1768 they went back over the mountain for supplies 

¢ In 1769 they came back with settlers 


Promptly were in conflict with the Natives of the area...... 
The war was over, but the fighting was not. 


Revolutionary War — Joined the cause of freedom 
The settlers and the British went to war. This one you have likely read more about! 


Rehoboth Church dedicated by Bishop Francis Asbury in 1786 


Rehoboth Church 


10 years AFTER the Revolutionary War began, the Methodists dedicated Rehoboth Church. 
Francis Asbury was still actively preaching and organizing churches in the area. 
With all of the wars, primitive settlements, threats from Indians, and economic woes, that part is sometimes not as widely realized. 


Rifles as well as Bibles were carried by the worshipers. (Still much danger from Indians) 


It is still there! https://blueridgecountry.com/travel/blue-ridge-parkway/oldest-church-alleghenies-225/ 


An Independent Sort of People 


1800 1810 


78,000 people in West Virginia Western Virginia protests unequal 
representation in Virginia Legislature. 
35,000 west of the Alleghenies 
Economic Issues 
13 counties, 8 post offices, 19 incorporated 
towns Slavery Issues 


Freedom Issues 


For perspective: Buckhannon Was Established in 1816 


In other words, an Independent Sort of People came here, settled here, lived here. They still do. This is still a good description of our 
character. 


The area west of the Alleghenies was settled by people who valued adventure and freedom. 


Development was slow to come in the early days, and there was also conflict with the people on the other side of the mountains...... i 


Other” Virginia. 
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1861 Map from the Library of Congress 


We valued independence and freedom. 
Slavery? Not so much. But there was certainly not agreement on all things among those West of the Alleghenies...... loyalties were often 
divided, even within families. 


One of the founders of this college was a member of the Virginia Legislature and voted for the Order of Secession from the Union! He even 
fought for the Confederacy. 


Three of our other founders were in the Union Army. Two as soldiers, and one a Chaplain. 


And yet, somehow these people worked together to create and nurture the school that is now known as West Virginia Wesleyan College. 


Civil War 


Buckhannon was right in the middle......... 
e.._ The first land battle was fought in Philippi— only about 20 miles away 
e McClellan’s army camped here on their way to the Battle of Rich Mountain 
e We have streets named Sedgewick and Meade........ two of Lincoln’s generals 
e@ The yellow house now located next to Chapel Hill United Methodist Church was the home of Laura Jackson Arnold (sister of General 
Stonewall Jackson, and yet a supporter of the union). 


Presbyterians had tried to build a school here before the war, and even had lumber and materials on the site. McClellan’s army took them. 
Now the Presbyterian school is in Elkins....(Davis and Elkins College, which first opened for classes on September 21, 1904). 


¢ Often for boys only 
¢ Often military 


Education: 
Some 


¢ Teacher preparation 


Important 
Definitions 


e Females more often included 


e Residential school providing preparation for 
higher education. Preparatory level courses 
offered to those above 14 years old. 


So, the area was founded by independent people, and conflict was all around. 
These are important things to remember as we shift to the topic of Education. 


West Virginia had few schools, and few opportunities for formal education beyond the basics 
Students had to go to PA or OH for those opportunities to places like Allegheny College, Ohio Wesleyan University, etc. 


Terminology: Academy, Normal School, Seminary 
The term Seminary meant something very different than the way we use it today. Although many students from here did eventually go into 
the ministry — this was NOT a seminary as they exist today, dedicated solely for religious studies. Rather, it was a preparatory school. 


¢ Agricultural College of WV 
(Morgantown) Renamed WVU in 1868 

¢ Fairmont State College 

¢ Storer College (Harper’s Ferry) 


Woodburn Female 
Lewisburg Academy (boys) Serhiniary (Moreantown) 
Linsly Institute (Wheeling) 
Monongalia Academy (Morgantown) 

I 
1812 1814 1840 1858 1862 1867 1873 1890 
Marshall Academy | | Bethany 
(Guyandotte) College 
Academy: Often for boys only 


Normal School: Teacher Preparation West Virginia Conference 
Seminary (mid 1800s) . 
Females more often included Seminary (Buckhannon) 


Residential school providing preparation for higher education. 
Preparatory level courses offered to those above 14 years old. 


nn 


Day school for black children 


(Parkersburg) 


First Free Public School 
(Charleston) 


Glenville 
Normal 
School 


This timeline shows that many schools were being founded in Western Virginia (West Virginia after 1863) during this period of time. 
Education was highly valued. 


The earliest ones were Academies and Military Institutes. 
By 1858, there was finally a Female Seminary founded in Morgantown. 


Education for black children was also being addressed. 
The first Free Public School was not until 1865. 
Some of these things make a bit more sense if you remember that the Civil War was raging from 1861-1865 


Many schools were being founded by church denominations as well as schools to train teachers: 

* Davis and Elkins — 1904 -- Presbyterians 

¢ Alderson Broaddus — 1871 in Winchester, VA ---1876 moved to Clarksburg --- to Philippi in 1901 -- Baptists 
* Glenville — 1873 — State school. Teacher’s college 

* Salem — 1888 — Seventh Day Adventists 

* West Virginia Conference Seminary — 1890 -- Methodist 


1890 


1784 1830 1844 1939 1968 2022?? 
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Evangelical 


Methodist United Brethren 
Church Church (E.U.B.) to 
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Two Centuries of Methodist Divisions 


Back to the Methodists........ those Circuit Riders The Methodists had also experienced some internal conflict. 


Methodists 


The Methodist Episcopal Church was founded on Christmas Eve 1784 at the Lovely Lane Church. Before that time, there were various 
Methodist Societies that generally met in homes for prayer and worship. http://lovelylane.net/home/history/ 


Methodist Protestant Church 

Formed in 1830 as the result of a difference on several issues by a sizable group in The Methodist Episcopal Church. The key issues at dispute 
were the role of bishops, the desire to elect the presiding elders (district superintendents), and the desire to have lay persons represented in 
the voting membership of the Annual Conference. The new denomination soon established its constitution and discipline and held its first 
General Conference in 1834. (http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-methodist-protestant-church-the) 

The Methodist Protestant Church also backed a school which we recognize. Morris Harvey (now University of Charleston). 


Methodist Episcopal Church South 

“Formed as a result of the separation from The Methodist Episcopal Church. Reflecting the debate in that nation over slavery, pastors and 
members of The Methodist Episcopal Church found themselves embroiled in a strong controversy. At the General Conference of 1844, a Plan of 
Separation was voted on which would have facilitated an orderly division of the denomination over a period of time, largely along regional or 
geographic lines. However, the leaders of the southern group immediately set out to establish a separate church. This was done in the first 
General Conference of 1846 of The Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Though weakened through the period of the Civil War, the new church 
grew and became a dominant religious force in the southern portion of the nation. In 1939 The Methodist Episcopal Church, South reunited 
with The Methodist Episcopal Church and The Methodist Protestant Church to form The Methodist Church.” 
(http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-methodist-episcopal-church-south-the) 


Methodists - Reuniting 


1939 — Uniting Conference in Kansas City, MO — April 26-May 10 (Reunited Methodist Episcopal Church North, Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, and Methodist Protestant Church to become The Methodist Church 

Bringing all of the branches together again after all of the years of Civil War, reconstruction, the Great Depression, and World War | was a 
monumental step. One of the outcomes was that there are now often two Methodist Churches in the same town — sometimes next door to 
one another. In addition, West Virginia Wesleyan College was chosen by the West Virginia Annual Conference as the Conference College — over 
Morris Harvey. https://archive.org/stream/journalofunitingOOmeth#page/148/mode/2up 


1968- Uniting Conference in Dallas, TX — April 21-May 4 

United the Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church to become the United Methodist Church 

This occurred in 1968 — one of the most divisive years in the history of the United States. It was weeks after Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
assassinated. The issue of the Vietnam War was dividing people across the country. And, in the midst of all that division, the church came 
together as one. 


All along the way there was a great value put on Social Justice and Equality 


Founders Rooted the College With Values 


Rit 


Fruits of this tree are important to both the 
college and the conference, as shown in this 
drawing by Tom Bone. The drawing is the result 
of a conversation during the Annual Conference 
in June 2019 about how the goals of the college 
and the conference have weaved together 
through the years since 1890 


Drawing by Tom Bone, 2019 


The Board of 
Trustees of the 
Centennial Fund 


Dix, Hughes, Lyda, 
Steele, Stewart 


1884 


Committee on Enlarged to 
Centennial 16 members 
Celebration ° 8 
appointed ministers 
* 8 laymen 


Fullerton, Jones, 
Lyda, Lee, Orwen, 
Snodgrass, Steele, 
Webb, Williams 


The Board of 
Trustees of 
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Centennial 
Fund and the 
Conference 


Seminary 
1886 1890 


The Board 
of Trustees 
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Virginia 
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The Board of 
Trustees of West 
Virginia Wesleyan 
College 


The Board of 
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University of 
West Virginia 


Thus began a whole set of meetings and fund raising . Many of the men who served on the Committee on Centennial Celebration and the 
resulting Board of Trustees of the Centennial Fund eventually also served on The Board of Trustees of the West Virginia Conference Seminary. 
¢ All of this just 20 years or so after the Civil War, and during the Reconstruction Period. 

¢ And, all of this while still divided M.E. North, M.E. South, and Methodist Protestant. 


Methodists Valued Education and Social Justice --- Then and Now 
Clergy were involved 


Lay People (church people who are not ministers) were also involved — and these same people, who were so highly involved in church 
leadership, were also highly involved in the formation of the WV state government 

¢ Several were present at the Wheeling Conventions, and in the creation of the State of West Virginia 

* Several were on the committee to draft the state constitution 


Today the West Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church is still the body which elects the Board of Trustees for West Virginia 
Wesleyan College. 


J. C. Barpatt, Eso., 
oundsville, W. V HN A. Barn 


Lay Members: Church leaders not in the ministry. 


Lay Members in 
1890 


J.C. Bardall 

J.A. Barnes 

B.F. Martin 

S.P. McCormick 
H.C. Mcwhorter 
A.M. Poundstone 
W.A. Wilson 
Samuel Woods 


SAMUEL P, M’CORMICK, 


HON. SAMUEL WOODS, LL. D. 


Original Trustees (Lay) 


But in 1890, a mere 25 years after the Civil War ended, and after countless meetings, fund raising, and planning, the West Virginia Conference 
dream of a school finally came to pass. 


Trustees included both clergy and lay members, elected by the Annual Conference.The Lay Members of the Board of Trustees in 1890 included: 


John Cambridge Bardall 

Trustee from 1887-1915 

He lived in Moundsville, WV and was a manufacturer of leather goods and brooms. He ran one of the largest broom countries in the country at 
the time. 


John Adams Barnes 
Trustee from 1885-1930, and Secretary of the Board from 1894-1921 
He lived in Weston, WV, and served on the site location committee. Mr. Barnes was the Director of Citizen’s Bank of Weston 


Benjamin Franklin Martin 

Trustee in 1890-1894, and Treasurer of the Board 

Mr. Martin was one of the framers of the West Virginia Constitution 

He was a delegate to the General Conference in 1876 and, he served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1877-1881 


Original Trustees (Lay) 


Samuel P. McCormick 

Trustee from 1887-1889 (he died before the school officially opened) 
He had served in the Army of the Potomac 

After the war, he was a lawyer and prosecuting attorney 

In 1880, he was a delegate to the Republican National Convention 


Henry C. McWhorter 
Trustee from 1885-1916, President of the Board from 1898-1913 
He was a Judge, and lived in Charleston, WV 


Alex M. Poundstone 

Trustee from 1885-1919 

He served as a Captain in the Federal Army 

A lawyer in Buckhannon, WV 

West Virginia Legislature 1872-1879 

Prosecuting Attorney in Upshur County 1886-1900 


Original Trustees (Lay) 


William Alexander Wilson 
Trustee 1890 

Lived in Wheeling, WV 
Manufacturing and Businessman 


Samuel Woods 

Trustee 1887-1897, Chairman of the Board 1887-1897 

Was a member of the Virginia Legislature when they voted to secede from the Union 
He voted for secession, and fought with Stonewall Jackson’s unit 

However, after the war, he came back to Barbour County and resumed his Law Practice 
He was a Framer of the West Virginia Constitution in 1871 
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Original Trustees (Clergy) 


The Clergy members of the Board were also an interesting group. 
They were not only ordained ministers, but leaders in education and community alike. 


H.P. Boatman 
Trustee 1885-1894 


J.A. Fullerton 

Trustee 1885-1898 

Was born in Belfast, Ireland in 1850 
Edited the Methodist Episcopal Times 


L.H. Jordan 
Trustee 1885-1899 


Original Trustees (Clergy) 


A.J. Lyda 

Trustee 1884-1897; President of the Board 1884-1887 
Charter Member of the West Virginia Conference 
Chaplain in the Third Virginia Volunteers; U.S. Army 


E.H. Orwen 
Trustee 1885-1891; Secretary of the Board 1890 


J.W. Reger 

Trustee 1886-1893 

Circuit Riding Preacher 

Chaplain of the 7*" West Virginia Infantry 


Original Trustees (Clergy) 


A.B. Rohrbough 

Trustee 1886-1896 

Preacher, Teacher, and Newspaperman 

Superintendent of Public Schools in Buckhannon for two years in the 1870s 


L.L. Stewart 

Trustee 1884-1894 

Elected to General Conference 1892 
General Missionary Committee 1891-1892 


W.R. White 
Trustee 1886-1894 
First State Superintendent of Free Schools 


1784 


1890 


1830 1844 1939 1968 
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To Review 


To review: 


Settlers came over the mountains (Adventurous, Social Minded, Religious) 
Endured conflicts and primitive environments (French & Indian War, Indian Wars, Revolutionary War, Civil War, rugged living conditions) 
Even the Methodist Church had conflicts and divisions (Methodist Episcopal, Methodist Protestant, Methodist Episcopal South) 


Created a whole new state 

Created a school which would offer “learning of high grade for both sexes” (Valued education, valued equality) 
* Strong ties with the Methodist Church 

¢ Not sectarian. Never intended to be from the very beginning. 

¢ West Virginia Annual Conference was very highly involved with fundraising and recruitment of students 

¢ West Virginia Annual Conference is still involved — elects Trustees, who are the governing body. 


Eventually (1939) reunited all of the branches of the Methodist Church 
Eventually (1968) United with the Evangelical United Brethren to create the United Methodist Church. 


Education, social justice, and community engagement are still important — as they have been from the very beginning. 
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